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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 
1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection on February 15, 2006. Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been 
withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicants' submission previously filed on January 3, 
2006 has been entered. 



Response to Arguments 
2. Applicants' arguments previously filed on January 3, 2006 and entered on February 15, 
2006 have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

Regarding independent claims 39 and 66, the Applicants' argue on page 9 of the Remarks 
section that: 

[T]he present invention provides for (i) producing EPG data 
including integrated program information data for a same program 
and program information data for another program, wherein the 
integrated program information [data] includes main program 
information and detailed program information, and (ii) controlling 
a display in an expanded display frame, based on the EPG data. 
The applied references of Klosterman, Yoshinobu and Schein are 
not seen to disclose or suggest at least these features. 

More specifically, the Applicants argue on page 10 that: 

Although Klosterman may be seen to disclose that a user can 
display additional information associated with a particular show, 
Klosterman is not seen to disclose or suggest producing EPG data 
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which includes integrated program information data (including 
main program information and detailed program information) for a 
same program. As a consequence, Klosterman could not be seen 
to disclose that a display is controlled in an expanded display 
frame, based on the provided EPG data. 

In addition Yoshinobu and Schein have been reviewed and are not 
seen to compensate for the deficiencies of Klosterman. 

In response, the Examiner respectfully disagrees with the Applicants because Klosterman 

clearly discloses, "EPG generating means for producing EPG data comprising the integrated 

program information data for the same program and first program information data for another 

program", as met by col. 7, lines 19-38, where Klosterman discloses that: 

. . .The additional information associated with a particular show may include a 
short description of that show. For example, a short description of the story 
included in a sitcom may be provided. To display this additional information, 
coordinator 20 accesses the desired information in RAM 38 or switches to a 
different input of data, and displays the additional information in an appropriate 
place within grid guide 50. In the preferred embodiment, this additional 
information is displayed (1) in an overlay, or (2) as a pull down window under the 
selected show, or (3) as a defined information window at the top or the bottom of 
the screen, (col. 7, lines 27-38) 

The additional information or "detailed program information" may be displayed, 
integrated with the "main program information", (1) in an overlay , or (2) as a pull down window 
under the selected show, or (3) as a defined information window at the top or the bottom of the 
screen (grid guide 50), which also includes "first program information data" for other programs 
or shows. In addition to, Klosterman clearly discloses the claimed "display control means for 
controlling a display in an expanded display frame, based on the EPG data", as met by the 
section cited above where, "additional information is displayed (1) in an overlay , or (2) as a pull 
down window under the selected show , or (3) as a defined information window at the top or 
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the bottom of the screen". Therefore, the Klosterman reference clearly teaches the currently 
amended claim limitations as described above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 39, 46-50, 52-55 and 65-66 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Klosterman (USPN 5,550,576), previously cited by the Examiner. 

As to claim 39, Klosterman discloses reception means 20 for receiving a television signal 
(column 5, lines 13-26). 

Klosterman discloses input means for entering first program information data and second 
program information data (e.g. cable and DBS (or any other medium capable of transmitting a 
signal), see col. 2, line 62 - col. 3, line 9 and col. 7, lines 19-38), each relating to said television 
signal (col. 2, lines 62-65). The claimed wherein said first program information data is 
associated with main program information and said second program information data is 
associated with detailed program information is met by the different channels, times and shows 
in grid guide 50 (Fig. 2), where the remote control 32 can be used to obtain additional 
information about a show that includes a brief or short description of the show (column 7, lines 
19-38). 
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Klosterman discloses the claimed, "discrimination means for discriminating whether the 
first program information data and the second program information data relate to a same 
program", as met by col. 6, lines 48-56 (for coordinator 20 automatically noting duplicate 
network names and deleting one of the duplicates) and col. 7, lines 19-38, where remote 32 can 
be utilized by the user to program coordinator 20 or to move between different channels, times 
and shows in grid guide 50, moreover, the remote control 32 can be used to select a certain 
channel or show for displaying additional information associated with a particular show, and the 
additional information associated with a particular show may include a short description of that 
show. Therefore, the receiver or coordinator 20 of Klosterman inherently discriminates whether 
main program information associated with first program information (i.e. the shows in grid guide 
50) and detailed program information associated with second program information data (i.e. a 
short description of a show) relate to a same program by the coordinator 20 accessing any 
additional information associated with a certain channel or show selected by a user, which is 
obtained by accessing the desired information in RAM 38 or switching to a different input of 
data, where the specific detailed program information or short description of the selected show or 
main program information may be found. 

Klosterman discloses, "integration means for producing integrated program information 
data for the same program, wherein the integrated program information data comprises the main 
program information associated with the first program information data and the detailed program 
information associated with the second program information data, and wherein the detailed 
program information complements the main program information", as met by col. 6, lines 48-56 
and col. 7, lines 19-38, as described in-part above, and where Klosterman further discloses that 
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the additional information or "detailed program information" is displayed in an appropriate place 
within grid guide 50, which may be a defined information window at the top of bottom of the 
screen. Therefore, Klosterman clearly discloses the display of integrated program information 
data, which comprises "the main program information.. ." as met by the show and "the detailed 
program information... [which] complements the main program information" as met by the 
additional information associated with a particular show, such as a short description of that show, 
which may be displayed at the top or bottom of the screen integrated with the program shows 
within grid guide 50. 

Klosterman discloses the claimed, "EPG generating means for producing EPG data 
comprising the integrated program information data for the same program and first program 
information data for another program", as met by col. 7, lines 19-38, where Klosterman teaches 
that: 

. . .The additional information associated with a particular show may include a 
short description of that show. For example, a short description of the story 
included in a sitcom may be provided. To display this additional information, 
coordinator 20 accesses the desired information in RAM 38 or switches to a 
different input of data, and displays the additional information in an appropriate 
place within grid guide 50. In the preferred embodiment, this additional 
information is displayed (1) in an overlay, or (2) as a pull down window under the 
selected show, or (3) as a defined information window at the top or the bottom of 
the screen, (col. 7, lines 27-38) 

The additional information or "detailed program information" may be displayed, 
integrated with the "main program information", (1) in an overlay , or (2) as a pull down window 
under the selected show, or (3) as a defined information window at the top or the bottom of the 
screen (grid guide 50), which also includes "first program information data" for other programs 
or shows. Finally, Klosterman clearly discloses the claimed "display control means for 



Application/Control Number: 09/53 1 ,959 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2623 

controlling a display in an expanded display frame, based on the EPG data", as met by the 
section cited above where, "additional information is displayed (1) in an overlay , or (2) as a pull 
down window under the selected show , or (3) as a defined information window at the top or 
the bottom of the screen". 

As to claim 46, Klosterman discloses the remote control can be used to obtain additional 
information about the show that includes a brief description of the program, which may be 
placed in the grid guide (col. 7, lines 19-38), which meets the limitation on the second program 
information data including at least a text explaining the outline of the program. 

As to claim 47, Klosterman discloses instruction means for instructing a producing 
operation by the integration means and input control means for controlling the input means in 
such a manner as to enter the second program information data (program from second source is 
part of user's habit) in response to the instruction by the instruction means (col. 6, lines 48-56). 

As to claim 48, Klosterman discloses setting means for setting a range (habits) of 
producing operation by the integration means and the input control means is adapted to control 
input means in such a manner as to enter the second program information data corresponding to 
the range set by the setting means (col. 6, lines 48-56). 

As to claim 49, Klosterman discloses instructing means for instructing a producing 
operation by the integration means (e.g. cable and DBS: col. 2, line 62 - col. 3, line 9). 

Klosterman discloses setting means for setting a range of the producing operation by the 
integration means (user's habit: col. 6, lines 48-56). 

Klosterman discloses the integration means is adapted to produce the integrated program 
information data corresponding to the range set by the setting means (col. 6, lines 34-56). 
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As to claim 50, Klosterman discloses the setting means (channels lined up based on 
user's habit) is adapted to set a channel (col. 6, lines 48-56). 

As to claim 52, Klosterman discloses integration means is adapted to produce the 
integrated program information data relating (habits: col. 6, lines 50-52) to a currently observed 
program (overlay: col. 6, lines 57-67). 

As to claim 53, Klosterman discloses designation means for designating a range (user's 
habits) of the producing operation by the integration means within the information relating to the 
first program information data and display by the display means (col. 6, lines 34-56). 

Klosterman discloses the integration means is adapted to produce the integrated program 
information data according to the designation by the designation means (col. 6, lines 34-56; Fig. 
2). 

As to claim 54, Klosterman discloses the designation means (channels lined up based on 
user's habit) is adapted to designate a channel (col. 6, lines 48-56). 

As to claim 55, Klosterman discloses the integration means is adapted to produce the 
integrated program information data in such a manner as to display program information 
integrating the first and second program information data in a display frame (Figure 2) for 
displaying the information relating the first program information data and corresponding to the 
range (user's habits) designated by the designation means (col. 6, lines 34-56). 

As to claim 65, Klosterman discloses the program guide information is provided by the 
source of the programming such as by two different satellites (col. 2, line 62 - col. 3, line 9), 
which meets the limitation on first program information data and second program information 
data are input by a same broadcast system. 
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As to claim 66, the claimed method for processing program information is met by similar 
grounds as the rejection of claim 39. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC §103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claim 51 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Klosterman in 
view of Yoshinobu (USPN 5,686,954), previously cited by the Examiner. 

As to claim 51, Klosterman fails to disclose a program guide displaying a program guide 
in a time zone closest to the current time. Yoshinobu discloses the user can display the program 
guide in a certain time zone (col. 21, lines 43-54), which meets the limitation on a time zone 
close to the current time. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was mad to modify Klosterman to have the program guide displayed in a time 
zone close to the current time as taught by Yoshinobu in order to prevent the user from tuning to 
the program during a different time because of confusion from time zones. 

7. Claims 58-59 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Klosterman 
in view of Schein (USPN 5,801,787), previously cited by the Examiner. 

As to claims 58-59, Klosterman fails to disclose a search condition. Schein discloses 
search condition setting means for setting search condition (col. 5, line 55 - col. 6, line 30). 
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Schein discloses the integration means is adapted to execute search in the second 
program information data according to the search condition set by the search condition setting 
means, and to produce the integrated program information data based on the result of the search 
(col. 5, line 55 - col. 6, line 30; Figure 2). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to modify Klosterman to have a search as taught by 
Schein so the user is aware of the future showings from certain sources. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael W. Hoye whose telephone number is 571-272-7346. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday from 8:30 AM to 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Miller, can be reached at 571-272-7353. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Please address mail to be delivered by the United States Postal Service (USPS) as 
follows: 

Mail Stop 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
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Effective January 14, 2005, except correspondence for Maintenance Fee payments, 
Deposit Account Replenishments (see 1.25(c)(4)), and Licensing and Review (see 37 CFR 5.1(c) 
and 5.2(c)), please address correspondence to be delivered by other delivery services (Federal 
Express (Fed Ex), UPS, DHL, Laser, Action, Purolater, etc.) as follows: 



United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 



Some correspondence may be submitted electronically. See the Office's Internet Web site 
http://www.uspto.gov for additional information. 

Or faxed to: 571-273-8300 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to the Customer Service Window at 
the address listed above. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to customer service whose telephone number is 571-272-2600. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Michael W. Hoye 
May 13,2006 



^ JOHN MILLER 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 2600 




